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The UK Exited the EU on January 
31, 2020 With a Withdrawal 

Agreement 
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There will be a transition period until 
December 31, 2020. An extension is 
not ruled out. During this time, with 

the exception of voting in EU 
elections and taking part in Citizens 

Initiative, there should be no 
changes to the citizens rights of  

UKNS  
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The Beneficiaries of the Withdrawal 
Agreement are EU Citizens residing 

in the UK and UK Nationals and their 
families who are legally residing in 

Spain before December 31, 2020 and 
continue to reside here thereafter. 
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The Withdrawal Agreement protects those EU citizens 
and UK nationals who were residing in a state other 
than that of their nationality in accordance with the 

conditions which EU free movement law attaches to the 
right of residence. In essence, EU citizens and UK 

nationals meet these conditions if they: 
� are workers or self-employed; or 

� have sufficient resources and sickness insurance; or 
� are family members of some other person who 

meets these conditions; or 
� have already acquired the right of permanent 

residence (that is no longer subject 
to any conditions).



The Withdrawal Agreement 
includes spouses/partners and 

non-EU family members 
 who have not as yet joined the UK 

National, resident in Spain.
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What should I do now?
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Those who are not legal residents of 
Spain and wish to remain, should 

register before the end of the transition 
period. The registration procedure will 

be under EU regulations.
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If you have not been able to find an 
available appointment to process 

applications for residency, the 
government have been working to 

provide sufficient staff so that you still 
have the option to apply under EU 

regulations during the transition period.
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In the event that you are unable to obtain such 
certificate before the end date of transition 
period, you may access the new procedure 

established for this purpose through the 
procedure for documentation of nationals of 
the United Kingdom provided that you can 
prove, among other things, that you were 

resident in Spain during the transition period 
(for example, using your padrón certificate).

https://sede.administracionespublicas.gob.es/icpplus/index.html
https://sede.administracionespublicas.gob.es/icpplus/index.html


Permanent residents (those who 
have resided legally in Spain for 
five years or more), may wish to 

have their permanent status 
added to their registration 

(residency) certificates.
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Register children
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Holders of UK driving licences should 
change these for a Spanish permit as 
soon as possible. UK driving licences 
held by residents will not be valid after 
the end of the transition period. If there 

is no agreement in the future 
relationship to automatically make the 
change, the licence holder would need 

to take a driving test. 
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The DGT has reversed the recent 
urgent measures for driving 

licences. Holders of a UK licence can 
use the same procedure as all other 
EU licence holders, until the end of 

the transition period.
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Driving in the UK with a Spanish permit 
and visitors to Spain using a UK licence.  

The Spanish driving licence is accepted 
for visitors without the need for an 

International Driving Permit. The same 
rules applies to visitors to Spain with the 
UK driving licence in its present format.
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As a legal resident, do I have to do 
anything during the transition period? 
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UKNS residing in Spain should make 
sure that their papers are in order. 

Locate your registration (residency) 
certificates. The green A4 size 

certificates or the smaller card size 
version. Make sure they are the 

originals and not copies.   
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Make sure your passports have not 
expired. 
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Check that you are registered on 
the padrón. It is surprising how 

many people were able to take out 
residency without inscribing their 
residency status on the town hall 

census. 
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Collate documents that show continual 
residency, especially for those who do not 

have permanent residency status. If in 
employment or self employed, know how 

to download your ‘vida 
laboral’ (employment history).  
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Employed or Self Employed
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UKNS Who are  
 in employment or self employed 
should be covered for minimum 

resources and health care. 
Check that employment contracts 

are up to standard and those in self-
employment should continue paying 

into the Social Security system.
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Unemployed persons.  If no 
longer receiving benefits, you 

should still continue to sign on as 
seeking employment. 
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A Union citizen who is no longer a 
worker or self-employed person 

shall retain the status of worker or 
self-employed person  

in the following circumstances: 
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He/she is unable to work as a result 
of illness or accident. 
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He/she is in duly recorded 
involuntary unemployment after 

having been employed 
 for more than 

one year and has registered with 
the relevant employment office.  

26



He/she is in duly recorded involuntary 
unemployment after completing a 

 fixed-term employment contract of less 
than a year or after having become 

involuntarily unemployed during the first 12 
months and has registered as a job-seeker 
 at the relevant employment office. In this 

case the status of worker  
shall be retained for no less than six months. 
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He/she embarks on vocational 
training. Unless he/she is 

involuntarily unemployed, the 
retention of status of worker shall 
require the training to be related 
to the previous unemployment.   
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UK State Pensioner. 
Check that your healthcare cover is 
current, that you are in possession 

of your S1 form. Those spouses who 
have reached retirement age and are 
entitled to their own S1 should apply 

immediately and register this with 
the Social Security office. 
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Early Retirees

Should continue with their private 
healthcare or if they meet the criteria 
opt to pay into the NHS. “Convenio 

Especial”.
A further option may be available. 

Slide 63. 
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Check your entitlement to healthcare.  
You can do this online on the Social 

Security website with or without a digital 
certificate. There is also the option to 
download a certificate showing your 

entitlement. 
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Residency
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UKNS making residency applications 
during the transition period, can do so 
at "Extranjeria" of their province or the 

offices of the National Police. If they 
meet the requirements under EU 

regulations, they will be presented 
with a TIE. 
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Reference to the information on the 
previous slide.  The Spanish 

government has since announced, 
that the TIE cards will not be 

available for a few months, in this 
case, the green certificate can be 

applied for.
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Updating Residency Status
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Extract from the Withdrawal 
Agreement.  

"The Host State may require UK 
nationals and their respective family 

members to apply for a new 
residence status.  

A document evidencing such a 
status may be in digital form".
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Applying for such a residence status shall be 
subject to the following conditions; 

 the purpose of the application procedure 
shall be to verify whether the applicant is 

entitled to 
the residence rights set out in this Title. 

Where that is the case, the applicant shall 
have a right 

to be granted the residence status and the 
document evidencing that status.
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But, the Government of Spain, will 
not require Nationals of 

The United Kingdom residing in 
Spain before the end of the 
transition period and family 
members to undergo a new 
documentation process....... 
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Considering that UKNS should 
already have a registration 

certificate (or a Residence card of a 
family member of a Union Citizen) 

documenting their situation.
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 Your residence certificate will be a 
valid document proving your legal 
status in Spain. You may however 

request the document (TIE), 
certifying that it has been issued in 

accordance with the Withdrawal 
Agreement
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The Spanish government states that 
work is in progress on a document 

evidencing that it has been issued in 
accordance with the withdrawal 

agreement. ‘Tarjeta de Identidad de 
Extranjero’ TIE

(Foreigners Identity Card).
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When ready, the TIE may be 
requested during the transition 

period. Planning of the submissions 
may be established in order to avoid 
applications being submitted at the 

same time.
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The Withdrawal Agreement makes it 
clear that the deadline for submitting 
the application shall not be less than 

6 months from the end of the 
transition period, for persons 

residing in the host State before the 
end of the transition period.
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The Spanish government has gone 
on to say that British nationals and 
their family members will be well 

advised to have a TIE format 
document, as they may benefit from a 
a document that explicitly states that 

they are beneficiaries of the 
Withdrawal Agreement.......
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In addition, both you and your family 
members may request a Foreigners 
Identity Card to be issued explicitly 

mentioning your condition as beneficiary 
of the Withdrawal Agreement, which will 
facilitate both administrative procedures 

and any crossing of the external EU 
borders .



UKNS who are married or in a stable 
relationship with a EU citizen (includes 

Spaniards), should make sure when 
making a document change, to receive 
a document evidencing that they are a 

non-EU spouse of a EU citizen. 
Therefore continuing to avail of 
freedom of movement (FOM).

46



Important* 
 Persons who, before the end of the transition period, 
hold a valid permanent residence document or hold a 

valid domestic immigration document conferring a 
permanent right to reside in the host State, shall have 

the right to exchange that document for a new 
residence document upon application after a 

verification of their identity, a criminality and security 
check and confirmation of their ongoing residence; 

such new residence documents shall be issued free of 
charge.
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To date there are no instructions 
from the Spanish government on the 

procedure for updating the green 
certificates for the TIE (Foreigners 

Identification card).  
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Remember! 

To benefit from the Withdrawal 
Agreement, it is important that all 
citizens can prove that they are 

legally resident  before the end of 
the transition period. 

49



It is important to have maintained 
your residency rights. These rights 

can be lost for non-permanent 
residents who have spent six 
months in any year, outside of 

Spain. For Permanent residents it is 
two years.  
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There have been cases, where 
residency certificates were not 

updated because the administrative 
offices were aware that the 

applicant had been out of the 
country for longer than the 

permissible absence period.   
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 Under the Withdrawal 
Agreement, once acquired, the 

right of permanent residence shall 
only be lost through absence from 

the host State for a period 
exceeding 5 consecutive years.
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UKNS and their respective family 
members, who before the end of 

the transition period resided 
legally in Spain for a period of less 
than 5 years, shall have the right 

to acquire the right to reside 
permanently.
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 Due to the inconsistency of 
residency procedures in the various 

offices, advisers from C.A.B. will 
follow progress during the transition 
period. We will continue to keep in 

touch with citizens asking about the 
procedure they have followed.
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Freedom of Movement
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Until the end of the transition period, UKNS will 
be able to travel freely with a valid passports. 
After the end of the transition period. UKNS 

who have resided in the host State before the 
end of the transition period, will be able to 

leave the host State and come back with their 
valid passports and ID card*  Non-EU family 

members will have the same rights with a valid 
passport. We suggest the inclusion of 
registration (residency) documents. 
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UK nationals protected by the 
Withdrawal Agreement in one Member 

State will not be able to invoke the 
Withdrawal Agreement to obtain the 

right to move freely to another Member 
State, to establish themselves or to 

provide services or cross-border 
services to persons established in other 

Member States......



This does not affect any rights UK 
nationals may enjoy under other 

instruments of EU or national law. 



UKNS residents in Spain will be 
treated as EU citizens for FOM in 

the Schengen area during the 
transition period. Visa (if reciprocal) 
free visits for short stays of 90 days 
in any 180 in other Member States, 
to commence on January 1, 2021. 
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All UK nationals not resident in the EU, will 
continue to have freedom of movement until 

the end of the transition period. 
Unless other arrangements are made for the 

future relationship, UK Nationals visiting Spain 
will be subject to the 90 day in any 180 day 

rule. 
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Healthcare State Pensioners  
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If you’re living in Spain or move there 
permanently before the end of 2020, you’ll 

have life-long healthcare rights in Spain as you 
do now, provided you remain legally resident.

This means that you’ll get:
• continued access to healthcare in Spain 

using your UK-issued S1
• a UK-issued EHIC for travelling to other 

countries in the EU
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Early Retirees

Should continue with their private 
healthcare or if they meet the 

criteria, opt to pay into the  
NHS“Convenio Especial”.

A further option may be available. 
Information on slide 63.
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 The UK Government website states; 

If you’ve been a resident in Spain for five 
years or more, you can apply for 

permanent residency. This will give you 
access to state healthcare on the same 

basis as a Spanish citizen....... 
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That once you’re a permanent 
resident you can register at your 
local INSS office. In turn they will 
provide you with a document to 
take to your health centre.......
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We have found that this does not 
work in practice but please try. If 

there is a possibility of success, you 
will be asked for a non entitlement 
letter (legislation letter). Apply to 

the UK Overseas Healthcare 
Team.......
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The UK government could be basing 
the information on the previous slide 
on the fact that permanent residents 
no longer need to show healthcare 

cover, also could be in reference to the 
Universal Healthcare law of July 2018. 
The law to date, has not been adopted 

by the autonomous regions.......
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Pre April 12, 2012 residents who cannot 
provide healthcare for themselves by any 
other means are entitled to apply at the 

Social Security office with the legislation 
letter for NHS cover. 

Health care coverage in Spain is 
residency-based but that is another story.
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Visiting Spain 

There will be no changes to 
healthcare access for UK nationals 
visiting Spain during the transition 

period. You can continue to use your 
EHIC during this time, as you did 

before.
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If you’re visiting Spain on 31 
December 2020, you can continue to 
use your EHIC until the end of your 
visit to that country. Remember the 

EHIC is not valid for private 
hospitals, doctors or clinics.
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EHIC for visits that begin after 1 
January 2021 if before the end of 2020, 

you’re either: 
a UK State Pensioner living in the EU. 

UK student studying in Spain.  ‘Frontier 
worker’ (someone who works in one 

state and lives in another), for as long 
as you continue to be a frontier worker 

in the host state.
71



Pensions
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Pensions after 31 January 2020 

There will be no changes before 31 
December 2020 to the rules on claiming 

the UK State Pension in Spain as a 
result of the UK leaving the EU. 
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The UK Goverment has assured that  
you will continue to receive 

your UK State Pension post the 
transition period. Those not of 

pensionable age and reside legally in 
Spain before December 31, can still 

claim their UK State Pension. 
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Under the terms of the Withdrawal 
Agreement, UK state pensioners 
living in Spain by 31 December 

2020 will continue to have their UK 
State Pensions increased annually, 

in line with those in the UK. 
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People will get their UK State 
Pension uprated even if they claim it 
on or after 1 January 2021, as long 
as they meet the UK State Pension 
qualifying conditions and those of 

the Withdrawal Agreement. 
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During the transition period the 
UK/EU are to negotiate the future 
relationship between the UK and 

the EU post transition period.  
When further information 

becomes available, we will notify 
UKNS 
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