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RENEWAL OF THE OLD RESIDENT 
PHOTO CARD WITH EXPIRY DATE 

 

 

By now, most of us will be aware that Spain is no longer the sleepy 
country lacking in technology and infrastructure, where everything was 
handwritten in ledgers. This included documents with importance such 
as a ‘licence of first occupation for a property. The town halls are now 
laboriously transferring data from historic ledgers, onto computer 
databases. Ensuring existing data and new data will all be included in 
the new technological system making communication from different 
government and police departments easier as they are now linked up. In 
many ways this will presumably make life easier for us, or not. The laws 
and rules have changed regularly in the last 15 or more years.  

Resident Status: I have been researching the problems many of you are 
experiencing with applications for renewal of the outdated and old style 
photo resident cards. You will be told that these did not give you 
permanent residence status because they had an expiry date. The latter 
only is true. All citizens from the EU, who have lived here legally for five 
years, are now legally residents with character “permanent”. Philip 
Carroll and I have spent many hours going through the royal decrees 
and normativas. We were looking for a loophole or anything in the law 
that would help expats in this situation. We already knew about the right 
to “permanent”.  

 

Most of the offices where we apply for residencia or renewal were 
stating that those, whose cards had expired, were no longer residents. 
Today I spoke to one of these offices who after having the patience to 
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listen to me, started to change her attitude and has told me she will 
attempt to assist those who are in a catch 22 situation. 

I did tell her? The law states that, those who are considered permanent 
residents; do not have to go through the same application as those who 
are applying for the first time. The law states that with your passport and 
up to date copy of your enpadronamiento (your NIE would be useful as 
we do change passports therefore ID numbers) If the NIE is lost, it may 
be on the padron certificate, for those who did not register in the past 
with passports alone.  The law considers that as you are a legal resident, 
your data is already in the system. 

I am not going to give anyone any false assurances that the battle is 
over. Let’s just say at least we have a beginning. 

I suggest that all resident expats who are finding it difficult, if not 
impossible to renew, to please assist me by adding their names to a 
group that I will form for this particular matter. 

 

Myra Azzopardi Swainson 

23/11/13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   https://www.facebook.com/groups/citizensinspain/ 
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