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I AM A EU RESIDENT IN SPAIN       

DO I HAVE TO RENEW MY 

INSCRIPTION ON THE PADRON  

(TOWN HALL CENSUS) (FAQ) 

 
Question: I am a registered EU resident. Do I have to renew my 
inscription on the padron periodically? 

Answer: No. There is no law in place nationally, that makes it obligatory 
to renew your ‘empadronamiento’ at the town hall. 

Question: I have received a letter from my town hall asking me to renew 
my inscription. Should I do so, and are there are exceptions to the rule? 

Answer: Yes. The exceptions are listed below. 

Question: I am from the EU why have I been asked to renew my 
empadronamiento? 

Answer: For one of the following reasons.  

a. You have allowed your resident card to expire.  

b. You have changed your address and not registered at your new 
address. 

c. You have received a fine or official notification and the 
communication has not arrived at your address. 

d. You are using a private mail box and a registered letter from an 
authoritarian body has not been received by you. 

e. Includes any other reason why you are not contactable at the    
address where you are registered. 

f. The police are unable to contact you and will send your details to 
the padron office. 

g. Every citizen’s case is looked at relating to their particular status. 
Should the padron office receive your name on a list, they will 
decide if any action should be taken. 
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Question: Why are there suggestions in the media and from other 

sources stating that we should renovate our padron every two years? 

Answer: Possibly stems from the fact that non EU nationals have to 

register on the padron every two years. Non EU and those who are not 

on the register for citizens of the EU community, have to register every 

two years.  

Question: Why do some town halls have campaigns asking the expat 

community to register on the padron? 

Answer: They are encouraging those who are resident and not 

registered to do so. The same for those who are not on the register as 

resident but Spain is their habitual residence. For the reasons listed 

above- A to G. and as some of us have become aware of, that some civil 

servants are not in possession of the facts.  

If your town hall has begun a campaign and are asking all expatriates to 

renew their inscription, request an explanation for the reasons as to why 

you are being asked to renew. 

On a monthly or weekly basis, Town halls will for various reasons (most 

listed above) send an inventory of those citizens who should be 

contacted to renew, to the ‘departamento de empadronamiento’ in their 

area. 

Your town hall has no reasons to remove you from the census, unless 

you have solicited to be removed from the register. This request must be 

completed on a form provided by the relevant department and stamped 

by them. For those who are concerned about having their names 

removed from the register, ask anyone who has attempted to eradicate a 

person who no longer habits their home or a rental property, and you will 

discover the difficulty involved in processing this. If not solicited by the 

registered person, removal will need to include a visit from the local 

police. This is to ensure that the person no longer resides at the address. 

After a police report is sent to the padron department, removal may take 

up to two years. 

Myra Azzopardi Swainson 
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