
To The British Home Office,

I am writing regarding the guidance that suggests dual British–Spanish citizens should obtain a British passport or certificate of entitlement to enter the UK, even if they also hold a Spanish passport and, where applicable, an ETA.

I understand that this is a recommendation from the UK government/Home Office intended to facilitate smoother travel. However, it is not a legal requirement, and therefore should not override a child’s existing rights as a Spanish citizen. My child is legally Spanish, born and residing in Spain, and has not applied for a British passport.

While the guidance may make travel easier in some cases, it cannot compel a family to acquire a British passport or the certificate of entitlement, which costs £589,  a significant and, in many cases, unnecessary expense. In addition, a child may not wish to obtain a British passport or certificate, and this personal choice should be respected.

Under the ETA system, Spanish citizens are entitled to travel to the UK with their Spanish passport and valid ETA. My child meets all requirements for entry under these legal provisions, and the suggestion to obtain a British passport or certificate should therefore be considered purely optional.

I would appreciate clarification on how the UK Home Office intends this guidance to be applied in practice for dual British–Spanish citizens who have not requested a British passport, in light of their existing legal rights.

Thank you for your attention and consideration.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]

